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Noorani Qaida

A complete beginner's workbook for kids and adults
16 lessons from the Arabic alphabet to fluent Quran reading

English instructions Teacher tips on every page Progress tracker

Free to print for home, masjid and classroom use.
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m How to Use This Qaida
A short guide for parents and teachers

Read right to left

Arabic starts on the right side of the page. Every grid in this
book is read from the top right corner, moving left.

Little and often

Fifteen minutes a day works far better than one long session
on the weekend. Most children finish this book in six to eight
months with daily practice, and most adults in three to five.

Do not skip the practice pages

Lessons 6, 9, 11 and 13 to 16 are real words from the Quran.

They are where reading actually clicks.

Colors used

(@ Red letters are heavy letters, read with a full mouth.

é Blue letters in Lesson 10 bounce when silent (galgalah).
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. The Arabic Alphabet

. Letter Shapes and Joined Letters
. Disjoined Letters

. Short Vowels

. Double Vowels

. Vowel and Tanween Practice

. Standing Vowels

. Long Vowel Letters and Soft Letters
. Long Vowel Practice

. The Sukoon

. Sukoon Practice

. The Shaddah

. Shaddah Practice

. Shaddah with Sukoon

. Shaddah after Shaddah

. Shaddah after a Long Vowel

A book can show the letters, but only a listening teacher
can correct pronunciation. Pair this workbook with a
qualified teacher, even for a few sessions a week.
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The Arabic Alphabet .S .
Huroof Mufradat - single letters ° 'JJ’QL‘ JJJ‘;"

Read every letter by its name, right to left, starting at the top right. Letters in red are the seven heavy letters. Say them with a full, deep
mouth.

Haa Jeem Thaa Taa Baa Alif
P ' 3 5 :
Seen Zaay Raa Dhaal Daal Khaa

T AT A -

Zaa Taa Daad Saad Sheen

Meem Laam Kaaf Qaaf Faa Ghayn

Yaa Hamzah Haa Waaw Noon

Teacher tip: Aim for five clean letters a day rather than the whole chart at once. Stop the moment a letter sounds like its neighbor (¢
and yw ,0 and o , e and b) and repeat just that pair.
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Letter Shapes s ) é Ji;"

Huroof Murakkabat - how letters change when joined

Most letters change shape depending on where they sit in a word. Six letters (s j , 5 > I) never join to the letter after them, so they only
have two shapes.

Letter End Middle Start Alone
Alif | L L |
Baa — - - <
Taa e = I <
Thaa o 2 5 <
Jeem = o - c
e c - = C
Khaa c > = C
Daal b A A )
Dhaal 3 -«\. .-L 3
Raa J - By 2
Zaay 2 r r 2
Seen - —r —~ S
Sheen e~ i > o
Saad U&= —- & e
Daad U’ —~ V) w2l
Taa L _)a_ _L .19
Zaa Ja. .E_ _L L
‘Ayn C = = t
Ghayn C 2 £ C
Faa e < ) s
Qaaf o < 5 A
Kaat el < s 2
Laam > L J J
Meem r — A (
Noon Or — S5 )
Waaw 2 7 7 2
Haa a <% A o
Yaa = - - L’;

Teacher tip: Cover the Alone column with a card and ask your child to name each letter from its joined shape. This is the step that
makes real Quran pages readable later.
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Joined Letters Practice

Huroof Murakkabat - reading letters that touch

Read each group letter by letter, saying the name of every letter you see. Do not add vowels yet.

L

L
L]
L4

s &3
Y

)

Oy

B
ST
yoR
=

)X

L 4

Teacher tip: Point under each letter with a pencil while reading. Tracking with a finger or pencil keeps young readers from skipping

letters inside a joined group.
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Disjoined Letters
Huroof Mugatta‘at - the mystery letters

/&:} /;‘ 23
Olakaal) oy 4

Twenty nine surahs open with these letters. They are read by their names, not joined into a word. The wavy sign above some of them

means the sound is stretched.

—

\

Alif Laam Raa

> 4

\

b

Taa Haa
— \
u*i
Yaa Seen

— g qu—
L4 ;

‘Ayn Seen Qaaf

G g

Alif Laam Meem Saad

u"-’%f

Kaaf Haa Yaa ‘Ayn Saad

\

—

Taa Seen

\

—

r”

Haa Meem

—
L 4

e

Noon

~—

—p—

\

Alif Laam Meem

——

\

Alif Laam Meem Raa

\

—c—

Taa Seen Meem

—

LJ.&

Saad

¢

Qaaf

Teacher tip: Show where each one appears in the mushaf, for example Yaa Seen at the start of Surah Yaseen. Children remember

them faster once they have seen them on a real page.
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Lesson 4 Short VOWE'S

oK A
Harakaat - fatha, kasra, damma

A small stroke above the letter (fatha) gives an a sound. A stroke below (kasra) gives an i sound. A small waaw shape above (damma)
gives a u sound. Keep each sound short and crisp.

- b

ha Lhi &L hu
7

’ 2
(—

R \* (:
\e—

\

7

N

Nt

‘G

\“\(‘.(V(‘ Nl 't \%
N SR (,.\(\(\\ ‘;—\%\g\k,\ U\m\(,.\.(\.

o
\Cr L G (\\(v N ' \%. \C‘-” N T m. \m

NS
o = C-» C+ Gin (0 G %,\n Q”\“ Cen b~\n(\{~\am - (:z\..

:(,\\\p\,\n/yy (B (9.\“(\(\\:» k‘\“%\pc‘\b\,\n D\“m\oci'\a
o \ C-\ C. G‘\ (\(\'\ “—;\ %.\ Q”\ C o\ (VXA m~\ m \ (z\ —

\z(,\\
(3

o

Teacher tip: Heavy letters keep their deep sound even with kasra. Listen for ¢ and ( in particular; they should never sound thin.
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Double Vowels .
L 5 y
esson Tanween - an, in, un "‘ZJ‘

When a vowel is written twice, add a soft n sound at the end: an, in, un. With the double fatha an extra alif is usually written after the
letter. That alif is silent here.

z 4
L3 ban & bin 2 bun
Z

z

z
L 7
(@ s >
. . z
z
z z
& B - L4
(@ <
z z

v
U N\ v‘\\
* \ ,r\\

A\N

(T { vy Oy
+ \ gy\\ k,'\\ U\
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.

+ \
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* \
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\\z(,\\ LS P S EEN (v' (\“\ N k_, \\% \\Ct N
N N o
o =
5

Teacher tip: The n in tanween is light. If your child says a long heavy nnn, ask them to tap the table once for each sound so the ending
stays short.
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Vowel and Tanween Practice

Exercise - reading full words

o
4

oL

7

Every word here uses only what you have learned so far. Read slowly letter by letter first, then read the whole word in one breath.

7 7

\\
\ ]
A\ .

\
o

N
\

A\

s 7 7

w-s

s 7 7

B

r <
3

s 77

L 4

e

s 7 7

777

6/ i
» *»

° &

Teacher tip: Most of these words come straight from the Quran. Once a word is read correctly, tell your child its meaning in one or two

words. Meaning makes practice stick.
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Standing Vowels
Khari Harakaat - long vowels in small form

23 KL

el

A standing fatha, standing kasra or reversed damma is read long, about two counts. Think of them as a short vowel that stretches.

o x —Pp A (zvx

LN

¢
g

¢
O

In real words

8. V.
” s
7

=9

-

'

-

-GG

\
"

[

-
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\

CcC.~
- C

¢

@) @)
\

¢

b >
\

¢

J 2
\

¢

\
<

3

J

C- -

VR

-

-\

| la

3
-

\')_‘

Teacher tip: Count on fingers: one finger for a short vowel, two fingers for a standing one. The physical count stops rushing.
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Long Vowel Letters :\1\ J;f-

Huroof Maddah - aa, ee, oo

Alif after a fatha, yaa after a kasra, and waaw after a damma make the sound long, two counts each.
oS

7 ©

\..3 baa d bee ¢ boo
=
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Teacher tip: Two counts, not four. Over stretching is as much a mistake as cutting short. Use a steady clap so every long vowel is the
same length.
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Huroof Leen - aw and ay

w 2
P Soft Letters ol o

When waaw or yaa has a sukoon and the letter before it has a fatha, the sound becomes soft and gliding: aw as in cow, ay as in day.

o o
$ baw (3 bay
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o
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The maddah sign

A wavy line above a long vowel letter ‘ means stretch it further, four to five counts.

-— 0} s o 2 —

2L | ! g A

Teacher tip: Leen sounds are quick. Keep them short in normal reading and only stretch them when stopping on the word at the end of
an ayah.
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Long Vowel Practice

Exercise - harakaat, tanween, maddah and leen ‘J:'jc

Watch for three lengths in these words: short vowels (one count), long vowels (two counts) and soft leen sounds.

2 o X 4 o8 P , s
J 42 ' ' JG
Sa ¥ O
bo p bo - ~0 s 0o
@ L 4
(:’/J > o J‘Sf
Go 80 5.

60/ 9'0/

Teacher tip: Ask your child to find every long vowel on the page before reading it. Spotting them first makes the reading itself much
smoother.
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The Sukoon dj@\

Jazm - joining a silent letter

A small circle above a letter means it has no vowel. Join it to the letter before it: ab, ib, ub. Letters in blue are the galgalah letters. They

bounce slightly when silent.

3 ° ° é
< ab g.')lib <l s s L & bounce
° é ° ot ° /; ° ° z
) C)l <) g)\ ul gg\
°é' ° ° g ° /;- ° oz
\ \ \ & ) )
d @ d :
o’% ° ‘ oz o% ° ‘ ° E‘,
Ce C C Ce C
°é e ot °é ° Y
Y Y Y s| s s
2 £
oi ° °0Z 0’2 5 of
‘ 5l 5l \ B! |
ok o% °% o o%
5 | 51 Y | Y
© (-] © ©

— Y%

— %

@}i ul u\ ; al \
i J) i iy 3] H|
5 o) 5 (.\ X X
J | X K ] K

d | & | 4

— 0\

—n\

on b

. G
—e T ew

we

]

Go

vo\iog

\p—

« 0 (\‘ ©
D

. G
o — 1\

w

)

e

Teacher tip: The bounce on galgalah letters is a small echo, not an extra vowel. Listen for the difference between Sland ol
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S Sukoon Practice

Exercise - words with a silent letter

o/

oL

Read each word in one smooth piece. The silent letter should close the syllable, never open a new one.

c 7

e

S

2
o
\

7 o/

2 or
L 4

} - ot
OM‘

TR N
t\ 3 e

\o
\
o
\

k3

\»
\o
o
\

\o

-

o g0
\ 3

|

Teacher tip: Clap once per syllable. Jé is one clap, ,31&.." is three. Children who clap syllables rarely add stray vowels.
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Tashdeed - the doubled letter

The Shaddah

Lesson 12

|is read ab-ba.

@
<

The shaddah sign means the letter is said twice: once silent, joined to the letter before, and once with its vowel.

W — QA — {a QA — ) — e QA — e

O — \ QA — \ A\ S o= O — \ QA —
3 u. ,w&u 3 C ¥ na u o U wu 3 Aw B 9 N &.AV wa] 3 - w ey u YY),

—d\

— — —a\ = —a\
" N —a —d\  —a\ 3 N —a 3 —\ 9\ —a)
3 u./ 3a)Y 3 N) 3 AN 3T wU/ . iP5\ INEER .AV Ve s A 3T ey s Y

A — AR — A —

A== | qd— wod— 12 ad— AA— wa— a— M%<
* g3
*3 u. «3 .Mv «3 =3 ) 3 ) 3 w 1 w }w‘y «3 C }w.au am] N s e 6a

Ww— W

W — ) — ) — \ ) — O —
O — \ QA — a3« \— o — b — A —
3 .u a C 3 .C TS TR WNECN w.w/u 3 .Aw A\ w.0l) 8 M) w) w.) a3 o
—a
- d .\G —a\ —a\ 3. * 3. T \Ov/,u N = = g
3. 3

Wnu/w 3 NNEEY \ 3.0\ 3.7\ w/u/ Aw/ .\@/ 3.0 Ju/w )N 3\ 3 @\

AR=" G d— | wd— Ad—— A A —

AN —— A — % AN — A —— A D — AD— Ak —
w) ST ET WTR By ey sy W)W 35 B9 ¥

Teacher tip: Press on the doubled letter for a moment before releasing it. Noon and meem with shaddah also get a nasal hum of two

counts.
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Shaddah Practice 2

Lesson 13 ’
Exercise - words with tashdeed ‘J:J'c

Find the shaddah in each word first, then read. Every doubled letter should be clearly heard twice.

& s zs & w -
. O )

( £ >J

o o @&é 4@ 2/
* :\ﬂ‘ s

) S

2wl s W o T

\

§
T
o\
.

Teacher tip: Common slip: reading 32x2 as muhamadun with one meem. Have your child hold the meem for a beat before moving on.
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Lesson 14

Shaddah with Sukoon

Exercise - both signs in one word

o/

oL

These words mix silent letters and doubled letters. Slow down at each sign.

0t o wr

(:\us
o W
® e

-\

L 4

-
wy

L)

L4

X" Ps

(Zo
\
» €\

\

ow ~ 7

o w.~ o~/

\ o
S

~
-l

L::"\c

w 77

o

Teacher tip: Read the word in pieces the first time, for example &, S 29, then say it whole. Breaking words apart is how fluent

readers were trained too.
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Lesson 15

Shaddah after Shaddah

Exercise - two doubled letters together

o/

oL

Two shaddahs sit close together here, sometimes across two words. Give each one its full weight.

s W W
L 4

o

R

|

€

TSRO
ze' €\
U

U+

Pw W Fo

AVN
\

€\

L 2N
€\

—— 2\

r
ﬁ

Teacher tip: Where tanween meets a letter with shaddah in the next word (&5 fﬁ), the n sound merges into it. Your teacher will cover

this rule, called idghaam, in detail.
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Shaddah after a Long Vowel

Exercise - the necessary stretch

o
4

oL

7

When a long vowel is followed by a letter with shaddah, the long vowel is stretched six counts. You already say one of these in every

prayer: 52Ul at the end of Al Fatiha.

S

Gls

2 e
€\

Teacher tip: Six counts feels long at first. Practice with C,ﬂUaJI daily; once that one is right, the rest follow the same pattern.
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My Qaida Progress

Tick each lesson when it can be read without mistakes

Student name: Started on:

# Lesson Started Read with help Read alone v

1  The Arabic Alphabet

2 Letter Shapes

3  Disjoined Letters

4 Short Vowels

5  Double Vowels

6  Vowel and Tanween Practice
7  Standing Vowels

8  Long Vowel Letters and Soft Letters
9 Long Vowel Practice

10  The Sukoon

11 Sukoon Practice

12 The Shaddah

13  Shaddah Practice

14  Shaddah with Sukoon

15 Shaddah after Shaddah

16 Shaddah after a Long Vowel
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You finished the Qaida

The next step is reading the Quran itself, page by page, with Tajweed.

The best of you are those who learn the Quran and teach it. (Sahih al Bukhari 5027)
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