
ة يَّ نِ ورَا نُّ ةُ ال القَاعِدَ
Noorani Qaida
A complete beginner's workbook for kids and adults

16 lessons from the Arabic alphabet to fluent Quran reading

English instructions Teacher tips on every page Progress tracker

Free to print for home, masjid and classroom use.

Noorani Qaida · Free for home and classroom use 1



Start here How to Use This Qaida
A short guide for parents and teachers

Read right to left

Arabic starts on the right side of the page. Every grid in this
book is read from the top right corner, moving left.

Little and often

Fifteen minutes a day works far better than one long session
on the weekend. Most children finish this book in six to eight
months with daily practice, and most adults in three to five.

Do not skip the practice pages

Lessons 6, 9, 11 and 13 to 16 are real words from the Quran.
They are where reading actually clicks.

Colors used

ص  Red letters are heavy letters, read with a full mouth.

ق  Blue letters in Lesson 10 bounce when silent (qalqalah).

What is inside
1. The Arabic Alphabet

2. Letter Shapes and Joined Letters

3. Disjoined Letters

4. Short Vowels

5. Double Vowels

6. Vowel and Tanween Practice

7. Standing Vowels

8. Long Vowel Letters and Soft Letters

9. Long Vowel Practice

10. The Sukoon

11. Sukoon Practice

12. The Shaddah

13. Shaddah Practice

14. Shaddah with Sukoon

15. Shaddah after Shaddah

16. Shaddah after a Long Vowel

A book can show the letters, but only a listening teacher
can correct pronunciation. Pair this workbook with a
qualified teacher, even for a few sessions a week.
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Lesson 1 The Arabic Alphabet
Huroof Mufradat · single letters

رَدَة  مُفْ رُوفُ ال حُ ال

Read every letter by its name, right to left, starting at the top right. Letters in red are the seven heavy letters. Say them with a full, deep
mouth.

ا
Alif

ب
Baa

ت
Taa

ث
Thaa

ج
Jeem

ح
Ḥaa

خ
Khaa

د
Daal

ذ
Dhaal

ر
Raa

ز
Zaay

س
Seen

ش
Sheen

ص
Ṣaad

ض
Ḍaad

ط
Ṭaa

ظ
Ẓaa

ع
ʿAyn

غ
Ghayn

ف
Faa

ق
Qaaf

ك
Kaaf

ل
Laam

م
Meem

ن
Noon

و
Waaw

ه
Haa

ء
Hamzah

ي
Yaa

Teacher tip: Aim for five clean letters a day rather than the whole chart at once. Stop the moment a letter sounds like its neighbor (ح
and س ص, ت and ه,   and ط) and repeat just that pair.
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Lesson 2 Letter Shapes
Huroof Murakkabat · how letters change when joined

بَة  رَكَّ مُ رُوفُ ال حُ ال

Most letters change shape depending on where they sit in a word. Six letters (ا د ذ ر ز و) never join to the letter after them, so they only
have two shapes.

Letter End Middle Start Alone

Alif ا ـا ـا ا
Baa ـب ـبـ بـ ب
Taa ـت ـتـ تـ ت
Thaa ـث ـثـ ثـ ث
Jeem ـج ـجـ جـ ج
Ḥaa ـح ـحـ حـ ح
Khaa ـخ ـخـ خـ خ
Daal د ـد ـد د
Dhaal ذ ـذ ـذ ذ
Raa ر ـر ـر ر
Zaay ز ـز ـز ز
Seen ـس ـسـ سـ س
Sheen ـش ـشـ شـ ش
Ṣaad ـص ـصـ صـ ص
Ḍaad ـض ـضـ ضـ ض
Ṭaa ـط ـطـ طـ ط
Ẓaa ـظ ـظـ ظـ ظ
ʿAyn ـع ـعـ عـ ع
Ghayn ـغ ـغـ غـ غ
Faa ـف ـفـ فـ ف
Qaaf ـق ـقـ قـ ق
Kaaf ـك ـكـ كـ ك
Laam ـل ـلـ لـ ل
Meem ـم ـمـ مـ م
Noon ـن ـنـ نـ ن
Waaw و ـو ـو و
Haa ـه ـهـ هـ ه
Yaa ـي ـيـ يـ ي

Teacher tip: Cover the Alone column with a card and ask your child to name each letter from its joined shape. This is the step that
makes real Quran pages readable later.
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Lesson 2b Joined Letters Practice
Huroof Murakkabat · reading letters that touch

Read each group letter by letter, saying the name of every letter you see. Do not add vowels yet.

حخجحثجتثبتاب

سشزسرزذردذخد

عغظعطظضطصضشص

منلمكلقكفقغف

فىكللاهيوهنو

علمبينقلعملكنص

حمدنوررب

Teacher tip: Point under each letter with a pencil while reading. Tracking with a finger or pencil keeps young readers from skipping
letters inside a joined group.
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Lesson 3 Disjoined Letters
Huroof Muqattaʿat · the mystery letters

عَات  مُقَطَّ رُوفُ ال حُ ال

Twenty nine surahs open with these letters. They are read by their names, not joined into a word. The wavy sign above some of them
means the sound is stretched.

مٓ الٓ
Alif Laam Meem

مٓصٓ الٓ
Alif Laam Meem Ṣaad

ر الٓ
Alif Laam Raa

ر مٓ الٓ
Alif Laam Meem Raa

صٓ يٰعٓ هٰ كٓ
Kaaf Haa Yaa ʿAyn Ṣaad

هٰ طٰ
Ṭaa Haa

مٓ سٓ طٰ
Ṭaa Seen Meem

سٓ طٰ
Ṭaa Seen

يٰسٓ
Yaa Seen

صٓ
Ṣaad

مٓ حٰ
Ḥaa Meem

قٓ سٓ عٓ
ʿAyn Seen Qaaf

قٓ
Qaaf

نٓ
Noon

Teacher tip: Show where each one appears in the mushaf, for example Yaa Seen at the start of Surah Yaseen. Children remember
them faster once they have seen them on a real page.

Noorani Qaida · Free for home and classroom use 6



Lesson 4 Short Vowels
Harakaat · fatha, kasra, damma

رَكَات حَ ال

A small stroke above the letter (fatha) gives an a sound. A stroke below (kasra) gives an i sound. A small waaw shape above (damma)
gives a u sound. Keep each sound short and crisp.

ba بَ bi بِ bu بُ

بُبِبَأُإِأَ

ثُثِثَتُتِتَ

حُحِحَجُجِجَ

دُدِدَخُخِخَ

رُرِرَذُذِذَ

زَ زُزِ سُسِسَ

صُصِصَشُشِشَ

طُطِطَضُضِضَ

عُعِعَظُظِظَ

فُفِفَغُغِغَ

كُكِكَقُقِقَ

مُمِمَلُلِلَ

وُوِوَنُنِنَ

هَ هِ هُ يُيِيَ

Teacher tip: Heavy letters keep their deep sound even with kasra. Listen for ِخ and ِق in particular; they should never sound thin.
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Lesson 5 Double Vowels
Tanween · an, in, un

ين نْوِ  تَّ ال

When a vowel is written twice, add a soft n sound at the end: an, in, un. With the double fatha an extra alif is usually written after the
letter. That alif is silent here.

بًا  ban bin بٍ bun بٌ

ءً
ءٌءٍ بًا بٌبٍ

تًا ثًاتٌتٍ ثٌثٍ

حٌحٍحًاجٌجٍجًا

دٌدٍدًاخٌخٍخًا

رًاذٌذٍذًا رٌرٍ

زًا ازٌزٍ سٌسٍسً

صٌصٍصًاشٌشٍشًا

اضٌضٍضًا طٌطٍطً

ا عًاظٌظٍظً عٌعٍ

غًا فًاغٌغٍ فٌفٍ

قًا كٌكٍكًاقٌقٍ

لًا مٌمٍمًالٌلٍ

نًا وٌوٍوًانٌنٍ

هًا هٌهٍ يًا يٌيٍ

Teacher tip: The n in tanween is light. If your child says a long heavy nnn, ask them to tap the table once for each sound so the ending
stays short.
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Lesson 6 Vowel and Tanween Practice
Exercise · reading full words

ين مْرِ تَ

Every word here uses only what you have learned so far. Read slowly letter by letter first, then read the whole word in one breath.

لَقَ صَرَخَ نَ هَبَ تَحَذَ فَ

عَلَ تَبَجَ  مَرَصَدَقَكَ أَ

عَدَ لِقَوَ فِعَخُ ئِلَرُ  سُ

تُبٌ  سُرُرٌرُسُلٌكُ حَدٌ أَ

لَدٌ هَبٍوَ لَ مُدٍمَسَدٍ عُ

رَةٌ بَقَ ةٌ رَ جَ  رَةٍشَ مَ ثَ زَةٍ مَ هُ

Teacher tip: Most of these words come straight from the Quran. Once a word is read correctly, tell your child its meaning in one or two
words. Meaning makes practice stick.
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Lesson 7 Standing Vowels
Khari Harakaat · long vowels in small form

مَة ئِ رَكَاتُ القَا حَ ال

A standing fatha, standing kasra or reversed damma is read long, about two counts. Think of them as a short vowel that stretches.

تٗتٖتٰبٗبٖبٰ

مٗمٖمٰلٗلٖلٰ

هٗهٖهٰنٗنٖنٰ

كٗكٖكٰذٗذٖذٰ

سٗسٖسٰرٗرٖرٰ

فٗفٖفٰعٗعٖعٰ

In real words

لِكَهٰذَا هٗذٰ لَ بِهٖ

هٌ لٰ  هٗإِ لُ وْ تٰبٌرَسُ ةٌكِ كَ ئِ لٰ مَ

Teacher tip: Count on fingers: one finger for a short vowel, two fingers for a standing one. The physical count stops rushing.
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Lesson 8 Long Vowel Letters
Huroof Maddah · aa, ee, oo

مَدّ حُرُوفُ ال

Alif after a fatha, yaa after a kasra, and waaw after a damma make the sound long, two counts each.

بَا  baa بِيْ  bee بُوْ  boo

بَا بِيْ بُوْ تَا تِيْ تُوْ

ثَا ثِيْ ثُوْ يْجَا وْجِ جُ

يْحَا وْحِ يْخَاحُ وْخِ خُ

ذُوْذِيْذَادُوْدِيْدَا

رَا زَارُوْرِيْ زُوْزِيْ

ا سِيْسَ وْ اسُ شِيْشَ وْ شُ

ا وْصِيْصَ اصُ وْضِيْضَ ضُ

ا وْطِيْطَ اطُ وْظِيْظَ ظُ

عَا يْ غَاعُوْعِ يْ غُوْغِ

فَا فِيْ فُوْ قَا قِيْ قُوْ

كِيْكَا وْ لَاكُ لِيْ لُوْ

مَا مُوْمِيْ نَا نِيْ نُوْ

وَا هَاوُوْوِيْ هُوْهِيْ

يَا يِيْ يُوْ

Teacher tip: Two counts, not four. Over stretching is as much a mistake as cutting short. Use a steady clap so every long vowel is the
same length.
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Lesson 8b Soft Letters
Huroof Leen · aw and ay

لِّين  حُرُوفُ ال

When waaw or yaa has a sukoon and the letter before it has a fatha, the sound becomes soft and gliding: aw as in cow, ay as in day.

بَوْ  baw بَيْ  bay

بَوْ بَيْ تَوْ تَيْ ثَوْ ثَيْ

وْ وْجَيْجَ وْحَيْحَ خَيْخَ

رَيْرَوْذَيْذَوْدَيْدَوْ

وْزَيْزَوْ سَيْسَ وْ شَيْشَ

وْ صَيْصَ وْ ضَيْضَ وْ يْطَ طَ

وْ يْظَ غَيْغَوْعَيْعَوْظَ

فَوْ فَيْ قَوْ قَيْ وْ كَيْكَ

لَوْ لَيْ مَوْ مَيْ نَوْ نَيْ

وَوْ هَوْوَيْ يَوْهَيْ يَيْ

The maddah sign

A wavy line above a long vowel letter آ means stretch it further, four to five counts.

ءَ ءَجَآ  وْٓ نُوْاسُ مَ ءَآ آ شَ

Teacher tip: Leen sounds are quick. Keep them short in normal reading and only stretch them when stopping on the word at the end of
an ayah.
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Lesson 9 Long Vowel Practice
Exercise · harakaat, tanween, maddah and leen

ين مْرِ تَ

Watch for three lengths in these words: short vowels (one count), long vowels (two counts) and soft leen sounds.

قَالَ نُوْرٌكَانَ يَقُوْلُ

يْلَ قِ هَا فِيْ مٌ لِيْ عَ مٌ رَحِيْ

تَابٌغَفُوْرٌ كِ وْلٌ يْنٌرَسُ دِ

بَيْتٌخَوْفٌ قَوْمٌ يْفٌ صَ

وْفَ نَارٌسَ بَابٌ يْنٌ طِ

Teacher tip: Ask your child to find every long vowel on the page before reading it. Spotting them first makes the reading itself much
smoother.
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Lesson 10 The Sukoon
Jazm · joining a silent letter

كُون السُّ

A small circle above a letter means it has no vowel. Join it to the letter before it: ab, ib, ub. Letters in blue are the qalqalah letters. They
bounce slightly when silent.

بْ ab أَ بْ ib إِ بْ ub أُ bounce ق ط ب ج د

بْ بْأَ تْأُبْإِ تْأَ أُتْإِ

ثْ ثْأَ جْأُثْإِ جْأَ جْإِ أُ

حْ حْأَ حْإِ خْأُ خْأَ خْإِ أُ

دْ دْأَ دْإِ ذْأُ ذْأَ ذْإِ أُ

رْ رْأَ رْإِ زْأُ زْأَ زْإِ أُ

سْ سْأَ سْإِ شْأُ شْأَ شْإِ أُ

صْ صْأَ ضْأُصْإِ ضْأَ أُضْإِ

طْ طْأَ طْإِ ظْأُ ظْأَ ظْإِ أُ

عْ عْأَ عْإِ غْأُ غْأَ غْإِ أُ

فْ فْأَ فْإِ قْأُ قْأَ قْإِ أُ

كْ كْأَ كْإِ لْأُ لْأَ لْإِ أُ

مْ مْأَ مْإِ نْأُ نْأَ نْإِ أُ

وْ وْأَ وْإِ هْأُ هْأَ هْإِ أُ

يْ يْأَ يْإِ أُ

Teacher tip: The bounce on qalqalah letters is a small echo, not an extra vowel. Listen for the difference between ْأَب  and َأَب .
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Lesson 11 Sukoon Practice
Exercise · words with a silent letter

ين مْرِ تَ

Read each word in one smooth piece. The silent letter should close the syllable, never open a new one.

قُلْ لَمْ عَنْمِنْ

قَدْ هَلْ بَلْ كَمْ

لَمُ يَعْ عَمْتَ نْ  ةٌأَ رَ فِ رُمَغْ بَ  كْ أَ

رُ كُ  يَشْ سَنُ حْ يَوْمَأَ مَسْجِدٌ

لُقُ خْ  رٌيَ جْ حْنُأَ  رٌنَ بْ صَ

Teacher tip: Clap once per syllable. ْقُل is one clap, ُلَم يَعْ  is three. Children who clap syllables rarely add stray vowels.
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Lesson 12 The Shaddah
Tashdeed · the doubled letter

دِيد شْ تَّ ال

The shaddah sign means the letter is said twice: once silent, joined to the letter before, and once with its vowel. َّأَب  is read ab-ba.

بَّ ab-ba أَ بِّ ib-bi إِ بُّ ub-bu أُ

بَّ بِّأَ بُّإِ تَّأُ تِّأَ تُّإِ أُ

ثَّ ثِّأَ ثُّإِ جَّأُ جِّأَ جُّإِ أُ

حَّ حِّأَ حُّإِ خَّأُ خِّأَ خُّإِ أُ

دَّ دِّأَ دُّإِ ذَّأُ ذِّأَ ذُّإِ أُ

رَّ رِّأَ رُّإِ زَّأُ زِّأَ زُّإِ أُ

سَّ سِّأَ  سُّإِ شَّأُ شِّأَ  شُّإِ أُ

صَّ صِّأَ  ضَّأُصُّإِ ضِّأَ  أُضُّإِ

طَّ طِّأَ  طُّإِ ظَّأُ ظِّأَ  ظُّإِ أُ

عَّ عِّأَ عُّإِ غَّأُ غِّأَ غُّإِ أُ

فَّ فِّأَ  فُّإِ قَّأُ قِّأَ  قُّإِ أُ

كَّ كِّأَ كُّإِ لَّأُ لِّأَ  لُّإِ أُ

مَّ مِّأَ مُّإِ نَّأُ نِّأَ  نُّإِ أُ

وَّ وِّأَ وُّإِ هَّأُ هِّأَ  هُّإِ أُ

يَّ يِّأَ  يُّإِ أُ

Teacher tip: Press on the doubled letter for a moment before releasing it. Noon and meem with shaddah also get a nasal hum of two
counts.
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Lesson 13 Shaddah Practice
Exercise · words with tashdeed

ين مْرِ تَ

Find the shaddah in each word first, then read. Every doubled letter should be clearly heard twice.

نَّرَبِّ مَّإِ كُلُّثُ

قٌّ دٌحَ مَّ حَ مُ ةٌ  مَّ بُّكَأُ رَ

رَ قَدَّ مَ لَّ عَ لَ فَضَّ بِّحُ  يُسَ

لِّمٌ عَ ةًمُ  مَرَّ رٌّ شَ ةٌ  نَّ  جَ

Teacher tip: Common slip: reading ٌد .as muhamadun with one meem. Have your child hold the meem for a beat before moving on مُحَمَّ

Noorani Qaida · Free for home and classroom use 17



Lesson 14 Shaddah with Sukoon
Exercise · both signs in one word

ين مْرِ تَ

These words mix silent letters and doubled letters. Slow down at each sign.

بِّحْ  فَسَ بِّرْ  فَكَ نَا سَّرْ يَ مْ تُ مْ قَدَّ

نَا تَ مْ  لَّ عَ دُّ شَ رٌّأَ  تَمِ  بَّتْمُسْ تَ

لِّ  فَصَ هُمْ  مُدُّ يَ بَتْ  اكَذَّ نَّ  يَّ زَ

Teacher tip: Read the word in pieces the first time, for example ْبِح بْ  then say it whole. Breaking words apart is how fluent ,فَ سَ
readers were trained too.
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Lesson 15 Shaddah after Shaddah
Exercise · two doubled letters together

ين مْرِ تَ

Two shaddahs sit close together here, sometimes across two words. Give each one its full weight.

بَّكَ رَ نَّ  نَّإِ مَّ إِ ثُ

ةٌ يَّ  مِّلُذُرِّ  زَّ مُ لْ ا

رُ ثِّ   مُدَّ لْ مِّنْا قٌّ  حَ

مِّنْ لٌّ  وْلُكُ سُ دٌ رَّ مَّ حَ مُ

سَطٌ ةٌ وَّ  مَّ مٌأُ يْ حِ ابٌ رَّ تَوَّ

Teacher tip: Where tanween meets a letter with shaddah in the next word ( the n sound merges into it. Your teacher will cover ,(كُلٌّ مِّنْ
this rule, called idghaam, in detail.
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Lesson 16 Shaddah after a Long Vowel
Exercise · the necessary stretch

ين مْرِ تَ

When a long vowel is followed by a letter with shaddah, the long vowel is stretched six counts. You already say one of these in every
prayer: َيْن لِّ .at the end of Al Fatiha الضَّآ

يْنَ لِّ  آ ةٌالضَّ بَّ دَآ

ةُ  قَّ حَآ  ةُالْ  آمَّ الطَّ

ةُ  آخَّ نٌّالصَّ جَآ

وَآفَّ  تٰنِصَ  هَآمَّ  مُدْ

Teacher tip: Six counts feels long at first. Practice with َيْن لِّ آ .daily; once that one is right, the rest follow the same pattern الضَّ
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Tracker My Qaida Progress
Tick each lesson when it can be read without mistakes

Student name: ______________________________    Started on: ______________

# Lesson Started Read with help Read alone ✓

1 The Arabic Alphabet

2 Letter Shapes

3 Disjoined Letters

4 Short Vowels

5 Double Vowels

6 Vowel and Tanween Practice

7 Standing Vowels

8 Long Vowel Letters and Soft Letters

9 Long Vowel Practice

10 The Sukoon

11 Sukoon Practice

12 The Shaddah

13 Shaddah Practice

14 Shaddah with Sukoon

15 Shaddah after Shaddah

16 Shaddah after a Long Vowel
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هُ لّٰ ءَ ال ا مَا شَ
You finished the Qaida

The next step is reading the Quran itself, page by page, with Tajweed.

The best of you are those who learn the Quran and teach it. (Sahih al Bukhari 5027)
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